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Freehold Borough School District 

District Mission 

We will inspire the creativity and imagination of all students and empower them as 

knowledgeable, skillful, and confident learners who flourish and contribute willingly in a 

changing world. 

Core Beliefs 

We believe that: 

 All people have inherent worth. 

 Life-long learning is basic to the survival and advancement of society. 

 The primary influence on the individual's development is the family in all its forms. 

 Valuing diversity is essential to individual growth and the advancement of society. 

 All individuals have strengths and human potential has no known limits. 

 Democracy thrives when individuals accept responsibility for their choices. 

 Being trustworthy builds trust. 

 Creativity and imagination are essential for society to flourish. 

 A safe environment is essential for the well-being of the individual and for society to 

flourish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Freehold Borough School District 

Philosophy 

The philosophy for our curriculum is developed with a democratic system of beliefs and values.  

Believing that our students deserve the best education, our curriculum is aligned to the most 

current New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards and current statewide assessments.  Our 

scope and sequence is vertically and horizontally aligned.  The progression of objectives 

embraces decades of rigorous research, conducted both independently and at the university level, 

and acknowledges that children develop differently and that learning experiences and strategies 

for performance are differentiated.  Our borough is a diverse community, rich in tradition and 

spirit.  Knowledge is a fusion balancing authentic experience and content, which language arts 

literacy skills are integrated with other content areas.  Our curriculum contains common 

expectations that are rigorous and student centered, and teachers, who are most proximal to the 

children, will use this document as an instrument to ensure student success. 

To ensure that our children are successful and receive the best education, this curriculum 

document, our staff will continuously collaborate on this living document.  We will develop 

purposeful and effective formative and summative assessments which measure growth of our 

curriculum and inform our instruction.  Finally, we will continuously seek to grow professionally 

through professional development, which is aligned to statewide regulations, but specifically 

geared to benefit our curriculum, school, and children. 

General Curriculum & Instruction Objectives 

 Teachers will employ lessons that are aligned to our curriculum and framed utilizing 

current research-based methods and techniques that focus on student achievement 

 Our lessons will be structured according to statewide and district standards and our 

teachers will have flexibility to ensure that lessons meet the needs of all learners 

 Units and lessons will be differentiated  

 Curriculum is be student focused on success and balances developmental theory and 

psychometric standards 

 Democratically developed benchmarks and assessments will be utilized to gauge student 

and curricular growth.  Assessment will be multidimensional and developed according to 

student need. 
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Freehold Borough School District Tiered Literacy/Writing Model 
 

 Constructed 
Characteristics Notes  

Tier I 
(Daily) 

Direct modeled instruction 
for reading/ writing/social 
studies using grade level 

materials 
(Whole Group Setting) 

 

Inform grade levels, 
skills, text, best/effective 

practices, strategies 

Tier II 

Guided small group explicit 
instruction based on the 
students’ instructional 

reading level /writing needs 
Teacher observation 

Extension activities from 
the tier one skills/objectives 
Extension activities on skills 

identified in need of 
reinforcement/review by 

groups 
Extension activities on 

general SS/reading/writing 
skills 

Focus on particular 
SS/reading/writing 

skills/PBLs 
 

Small group instruction 

Tier III 

Interventions- individual or 
small group instruction on 

target goals/skills identified 
as needed 

 

Extension of small group 
instruction, explicit 

instruction 

Im
prove L

iteracy 
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New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards 
 

Social Studies 
Revised Standards (2009) 
 
The revised social studies standards provide the foundation for creating local curricula and developing meaningful assessments. The 
revised standards are as follows: 
 

• Standard 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World. All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think 
analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American 
heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights 
and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.  

• Standard 6.2 World History/Global Studies. All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think 
analytically and systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues 
across time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as socially and 
ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century. 

• Standard 6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century. All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, 
informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address 
challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world. 

Four strands frame the content within each standard: (A) Civics, Government, and Human Rights; (B) Geography, People, and the 
Environment; (C) Economics, Innovation, and Technology; and (D) History, Culture, and Perspectives.  
The Role of Essential Questions 
Key essential questions recur throughout the study of history. They provoke inquiry and lead to deeper understanding of the big 
ideas that enable students to better comprehend how the past connects to the present. The essential questions created for this 
project, which follow, were used to frame content goals and to inform the development of the cumulative progress indicators. 
 
A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights 
• How do citizens, civic ideals, and government institutions interact to balance the needs of individuals and the common good?  
• How have economic, political, and cultural decisions promoted or prevented the growth of personal freedom, individual 

responsibility, equality, and respect for human dignity?  
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B. Geography, People, and the Environment 
• How do physical geography, human geography, and the human environment interact to influence or determine the development 

of cultures, societies, and nations?  

C. Economics, Innovation, and Technology 
• How can individuals, groups, and societies apply economic reasoning to make difficult choices about scarce resources? What are 

the possible consequences of these decisions for individuals, groups, and societies?  
• How have scientific and technological developments over the course of history changed the way people live and economies and 

governments function?  

D. History, Culture, and Perspectives 
• How do our interpretations of past events inform our understanding of cause and effect, and continuity and change, and how do 

they influence our beliefs and decisions about current public policy issues?  
• How can the study of multiple perspectives, beliefs systems, and cultures provide a context for understanding and challenging 

public actions and decisions in a diverse and interdependent world?  
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Language Arts Literacy 

 
Revised Standards 2004 

3.1 Reading 

A. Concepts About Print 

B. Phonological Awareness 

C. Decoding and Word Recognition  

D. Fluency 

E. Reading Strategies (before, during, and after 
reading) 

F. Vocabulary and Concept Development 

G. Comprehension Skills and Response to Text 

H. Inquiry and Research 

3.2 Writing 

A. Writing as a Process 

B. Writing as a Product 

C. Mechanics, Spelling, and Handwriting 

D. Writing Forms, Audiences, and Purposes 

 

3.3 Speaking 

A. Discussion 

B. Questioning (Inquiry) and Contributing 

C. Word Choice 

D. Oral Presentation 

3.4 Listening 

A. Active Listening 

B. Listening Comprehension 

3.5 Viewing and Media Literacy 

A. Constructing Meaning  

B. Visual and Verbal Messages 

C. Living with Media 
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Scope and Sequence 

Humanities  Three Worlds Meet Colonization Settlements Revolution and New Nation 

Language 
Arts 

Literary Elements 
• Characterization 
• Plot Elements 
• Themes 
• Figurative Language	  

Reading Strategies 
• Visualization 
• Connections 
• Predictions 
• Questioning texts 
• Inference 
• Summarizing 
• Vocabulary/context clues 

Open-ended Prompts 
Persuasive Writing 
• Introduction 
• Attention Getters/Hooks 
• Thesis Statements 
• Body 
• Conclusion 
• Word Choice 
• Transitions 
Reading Skills 
• Genres 
• Analysis 
• Inquiry and research 
• Fluency 
• Historical Background 

Literary Elements 
• Characterization 
• Plot Elements 
• Themes 
• Figurative Language 
• Perspective/Point of View 

Reading Strategies 
• Visualization 
• Connections 
• Predictions 
• Questioning texts 
• Inference 
• Summarizing 
• Vocabulary/context clues 

Open-ended Prompts 
 
Persuasive/Explanatory Writing 
 
Reading Skills 
• Genres 
• Analysis 
• Inquiry and research 
• Fluency 
• Historical Background 
• Differentiate fact/opinion 
• Compare/contrast 
• Cause and Effect 

Literary Elements 
• Characterization 
• Types of Characters 
• Plot Elements 
• Themes 
• Figurative Language 
• Perspective/Point of View 
• Symbolism 
• Foreshadowing 
• Flashback 

Reading Strategies 
• Visualization 
• Connections 
• Predictions 
• Questioning texts 
• Inference 
• Summarizing 
• Vocabulary/context clues 

Open-ended Prompts/Persuasive/Explanatory Writing 
Speculative Writing/Reading Skills 
• Genres 
• Analysis 
• Inquiry and research 
• Fluency 
• Historical Background 
• Differentiate fact/opinion 
• Compare/contrast 
• Cause and Effect 
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Humanities  Three Worlds Meet Colonization Settlements Revolution and New Nation 

Social 
Studies 

• Formulate an understanding of 
prehistoric man and early 
migration 

• Explain contributions of early 
American civilizations 

• Compare and contrast Native 
American cultures and regions 

• Identify factors that led to North 
American exploration and 
settlement 

• Evaluate impact of Colombian 
Exchange 

• Analyze the power struggle 
among European countries, and 
determine its impact on people 
living in Europe and the 
Americas 

• Determine motivations to settle in the 
new world. 

• Compare and contrast regions within 
British colonies  

• Explain impact of colonization on 
Native Americans 

• Explain the system of mercantilism 
and its impact on the economies of 
the colonies and European countries 

• Citizenship 
• Identify causes and effects of American Revolution  
• Analyze how prominent individuals contributed to 

the causes, execution, and outcomes of the 
American Revolution 

• Explain why the Articles of Confederation, 
Declaration of Independence, Constitution, and 
Bill of Rights were written and how their key 
principles evolved to become unifying ideas of 
American democracy 

• Analyze and evaluate symbolism, citizenship and 
your individual role in society 
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Timeline: 1st Marking Period 
Unit 1: Three Worlds Meet 

Driving Question:  Who am I and where do I come from?  
 

Reading Writing Social Studies 
Enduring Understanding: 
Utilize strategies of successful readers 
to interact with text. 
 
 

Enduring Understanding: 
Utilize strategies of successful writers 
to communicate ideas.  
 
 

Enduring Understanding: 
Early civilizations in the Americas developed due to 
geography and the available resources in the areas 
that were settled by these early natives. 
 
The competition between Europe countries to find 
new, valuable resources led to the exploration of the 
Americas. 
 
The exploration and early settlement of North 
America laid the foundation for the eventual 
development of the 13 colonies.   
 

Essential Question(s):  
What strategies do I need to be a 
successful reader?  
 
 

Essential Question(s):  
What strategies do I need to be a 
successful writer?  
 
 

Essential Question(s):  
How did early civilizations develop in the 
Americas?  
 

• How did geography influence the 
development of cultures in North America? 

• How did trade link Europe, Africa, and Asia? 

What were the causes and effects of European 
exploration of the Americas? 

• How did the search for a water route to Asia 
affect both Europe and the Americas? 

• How did Spain establish an empire in the 
Americas? 

• How did conflicts in Europe spur exploration 
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in North America? 
• What impact did the establishment of early 

colonies in North America have on Native 
Americans?  

Big Idea(s):  
Reading Strategies – predict, 
visualize, connect, question text, 
infer, and summarize 
 
Literary Elements – plot structure and 
theme 
 
Vocabulary – figurative language  
 

Big Idea(s):  
Persuasive – persuasive techniques, 
audience, format of essay(intro, body, 
and conclusion), hooks, thesis 
statement, topic sentence and 
supporting details, transitions, 
descriptive word choice 
 
Open Ended – restate prompt, answer 
question(s), cite examples from text, 
extend text 

Big Idea(s):  
Geography and European influence in the Americas 
laid the foundation for our culturally diverse nation.  
 
 

Specific Learning Objectives 
(SWBAT) 

Specific Learning Objectives 
(SWBAT) 

Specific Learning Objectives (SWBAT) 

 
• Monitor reading for 

understanding by setting a 
purpose for reading, making 
and adjusting predictions, 
asking essential questions, and 
relating new learning to 
background experiences. 

 
• Develop an extended 

vocabulary through both 
listening and independent 
reading. 
 

• Clarify word meanings 

• Write multi-paragraph 
compositions that have clear 
topic development, logical 
organization, effective use of 
detail, and variety in sentence 
structure. 

 
• Generate and narrow topics by 

considering purpose, audience, 
and form with a variety of 
strategies (e.g., graphic 
organizers, brainstorming, or 
technology-assisted processes). 
 

• Revise and edit drafts by 

• Understand how people may have first 
reached the Americas. 

• Find out how people learned to farm. 
• Explore the civilizations of the Mayas, 

Aztecs, and Incas.  
• Learn about the earliest peoples of North 

America. 
• Discover what different groups of Native 

Americans had in common. 
• Explore the impact of geography on Native 

American cultures.  
• Explain what happened to the Vikings who 

explored Newfoundland. 
• Describe the voyages of Christopher 

Columbus. 
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through the use of a word’s 
definition, example, 
restatement, or contrast. 

 
• Locate and analyze the 

elements of setting, 
characterization, and plot to 
construct understanding of 
how characters influence the 
progression and resolution of 
the plot. 

 
• Analyze ideas and recurring 

themes found in texts, such as 
bravery, loyalty, friendship, 
and loneliness. 

 
• Read critically by identifying, 

analyzing, and applying 
knowledge of the theme, 
structure, style, and literary 
elements of fiction and 
providing support from the 
text as evidence of 
understanding. 

 
• Indentify and analyze literary 

techniques and elements, such 
as figurative language, meter, 
rhetorical, and stylistic 
features of text.  
 

• Identify and use common 

rereading for content and 
organization, usage, sentence 
construction, mechanics, and 
word choice. 

 
• Demonstrate understanding of 

a scoring rubric to improve and 
evaluate writing. 

 
• Compose, revise, edit, and 

publish writing using 
appropriate word processing 
software. 

 
• Reflect on own writing, noting 

strengths and setting goals for 
improvement. 

 
• Use Standard English 

conventions in all writing, such 
as sentence structure, grammar 
and usage, punctuation, 
capitalization, and spelling. 

 
• Use transition words to 

reinforce a logical progression 
of ideas. 

• Edit writing for correct 
grammar, usage, capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling. 
 

• Use a variety of reference 
materials, such as a dictionary, 

• Describe the expeditions of Spanish 
explorers. 

• Explain the importance of the Columbian 
Exchange. 

• Describe how the Spanish were able to 
defeat the empires of the Aztecs and Incas. 

• Identify Spanish exploration in areas that 
later became part of the United States.  

• Explain how society was organized in 
Spain’s empire in the Americas.  

• Explain why European powers continued to 
search for a new route to Asia. 

• Describe the outcome of the search by 
explorers John Cabot and Henry Hudson for 
a northwest passage around the Americas. 

• Describe how the French colony of New 
France spread into the interior of North 
America. 

• Explain how the Dutch established a thriving 
colony along the Hudson River. 

• Explain the influence of these settlements on 
the Native Americans of the region.	  	  
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textual features (e.g., 
paragraphs, topic, sentence, 
index, glossary, table of 
contents) and graphic features, 
(e.g., charts, maps, diagrams) 
to comprehend information. 

 
• Develop an understanding of 

the organizational structure of 
printed material (e.g. 
chronological, sequential, 
procedural text). 
 

• Analyze a work of literature, 
showing how it reflects the 
heritage, traditions, attitudes, 
and beliefs of its authors. 

 
• Read aloud in selected texts 

reflecting understanding of the 
text and engaging the listener. 

 
• Read increasingly difficult 

texts silently with 
comprehension and fluency. 

 
• Apply self-correcting 

strategies automatically to 
decode and gain meaning 
from print both orally and 
silently. 

 
• Reread informational text for 

thesaurus, grammar reference, 
and/or internet/software 
resources to edit written work. 

 
• Write legibly in manuscript or 

cursive to meet district 
standards. 

 
• Gather, select, and organize 

information appropriate to a 
topic, task, and audience. 

 
• Write responses to literature 

and develop insights into 
interpretations by connecting 
to personal experiences and 
referring to textual 
information. 

 
• Write personal narratives, short 

stories, memoirs, poetry and 
persuasive and expository text 
that relate clear, coherent 
events or situations through the 
use of specific details. 

 
• Explore the central idea or 

theme of an informational 
reading and support analysis 
with details from the article 
and personal experiences. 

 
• Demonstrate writing clarity 
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clarity. 
 
 

and supportive evidence when 
answering open-ended and 
essay questions across the 
curriculum. 

 
• State a position clearly in a 

persuasive essay by stating the 
issue, giving facts, examples, 
and details to support the 
position, and citing sources 
when appropriate. 

 
• Present evidence when writing 

persuasive essays, examples, 
and justification to support 
arguments. 

 
• Choose an appropriate 

organizing strategy, such as 
cause/effect, pro and con, or 
parody to effectively present a 
topic, point of view, or 
argument. 

• Maintain a collection of 
writing (e.g., a literacy folder, 
or a literacy portfolio) 
 

• Review scoring criteria of 
relevant rubrics. 

 
Suggested Activities/Assessments Suggested Resources 

Language Arts: • See PBL Assignment sheets and 
rubrics  
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• Rules Project  
• Summer Reading Projects 
• Imagery Project 

Social Studies: 

• Current Event Journal 

The Birchbark House/Hidden Roots: 

• Open Ended Questions 
• The Birchbark House/Hidden Roots Character Diagram 
• Vocabulary Word Mapping and Placards 
• The Birchbark House/Hidden Roots Visualization PBL 

Three Worlds Meet: 

• Map of the World 
• Arrival of Man Mapping Project 
• Bering Strait Exclusive News PBL 
• Artifacts Powerpoint Presentation 
• Ruler of the World Informative Essay 
• Ancient Civilization Cards 
• Early American Dictionary 
• Artifacts from the 21st Century 
• Totem Pole 

• Brainpop.com  
• Scholastic.com  
• Dictionary.com  
• Unitedstreaming.com  
• Discovery.com 
• StudyIsland.com 
• Kidsread.com  
• http://www.kidsreads.com/authors/au-

erdrich-louise.asp  
• Sjteach.org  
• http://www.sjteach.org/native.html  
• Readwritethink.org  
• State site 

(http://www.state.nj.us/education) 
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Timeline: 2nd Marking Period  
Unit 2: Colonization Settlements 

Driving Question:  Who am I and where do I come from? 
 

Reading Writing Social Studies 
Enduring Understanding: 
Analyze the author’s use of literary 
elements to develop plot. 
 
Analyze ideas and themes across different 
genres.  
 

Enduring Understanding: 
Utilize strategies of successful writers to 
communicate ideas. 
 
Recognize purpose, audience, and form of 
varied writing topics.   
 
 

Enduring Understanding: 
The unique features of each region 
influenced the development of the colonies 
that developed there.  
 
Many of the earliest settlers of the English 
colonies had come to North America 
seeking certain rights. 
 
As the colonies prospered and developed 
their own cultural identity they continued 
to challenge old ideas and foster new ways 
of thinking about democratic ideas.  
 
 

Essential Question(s):  
How does an author enable a reader to 
connect to a story though the development 
of plot? 
 
How does an author convey his or her 
message to the reader?  
 
 

Essential Question(s):  
What strategies do I need to be a 
successful writer? 
 
How do the purpose, audience, and form 
affect my style of writing?  
 
 

Essential Question(s):  
How did the English start colonies with 
distinct colonies in North America? 

• How	  did	  the	  English	  set	  up	  their	  
first	  colonies?	  

• How	  did	  religious	  beliefs	  and	  
dissent	  influence	  the	  New	  England	  
colonies?	  

• How	  did	  the	  diverse	  Middle	  
Colonies	  develop	  and	  thrive?	  

• What	  factors	  influenced	  the	  
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development	  of	  the	  Southern	  
Colonies?	  

How did colonial life take shape? 
• How	  did	  English	  ideas	  about	  

government	  and	  trade	  affect	  the	  
colonies?	  

• What	  were	  the	  characteristics	  of	  
colonial	  society?	  

• How	  did	  slavery	  develop	  in	  the	  
colonies	  and	  affect	  colonial	  life?	  

• How	  did	  ideas	  about	  religion	  and	  
government	  influence	  colonial	  life?	  

Big Idea(s):  
Literary Elements – characterization, point 
of view, conflict, theme 
 
Reading Skills – compare and contrast, 
cause and effect, fact and opinion, essential 
information vs. nonessential information  
 

Big Idea(s):  
Persuasive 
 
Open Ended 
 
Explanatory – purpose, audience, format of 
essay(intro -restatement of prompt and 
thesis statement, examples, and 
conclusion), topic sentence and supporting 
details, transitions, descriptive word 
choice. 
 

Big Idea(s):  
Early on in the development of the 13 
colonies, the colonists accepted the idea 
that they were born with certain natural 
rights that would eventually lay the 
foundation of our nation’s government.  
 

Specific Learning Objectives (SWBAT) Specific Learning Objectives (SWBAT) Specific Learning Objectives (SWBAT) 
Building on knowledge and skills gained in 
preceding units, by the end of Unit 2 
students will: 
 

Building on knowledge and skills gained in 
preceding units, by the end of Unit 2 
students will: 
 

• Explain why England wanted to 
establish colonies in North 
America. 
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• Use increasingly complex text 
guides to understand different text 
structure and organizational 
patterns (e.g. chronological 
sequence or comparison and 
contrast). 

 
• Speculate about text by generating 

literal and inferential questions. 
 

• Distinguish between essential and 
nonessential information. 

 
• Differentiate between fact, opinion, 

bias, and propaganda in 
newspapers, periodicals, and 
electronic texts. 

 
• Develop an awareness of a variety 

of perspectives on a single event, 
setting, character, personality, or 
topic as expressed by different 
authors. 

 
• Respond critically to text ideas and 

the author’s craft by using textual 
evidence to support interpretations. 

 
• Identify and analyze recurring 

themes across literary works. 
 

• Compare and contrast the 
perspectives of authors in a variety 

• Produce written and oral work that 
demonstrates comprehension of 
informational materials. 

 
• Write multi-paragraph 

compositions that have clear topic 
development, logical organization, 
effective use of detail, and variety 
in sentence structure. 

 
• Generate and narrow topics by 

considering purpose, audience, and 
form with a variety of strategies 
(e.g., graphic organizers, 
brainstorming, or technology-
assisted processes). 

 
• Revise and edit drafts by rereading 

for content and organization, usage, 
sentence construction, mechanics, 
and word choice. 

 
• Demonstrate understanding of a 

scoring rubric to improve and 
evaluate writing. 

 
• Compose, revise, edit, and publish 

writing using appropriate word 
processing software. 

 
• Reflect on own writing, noting 

strengths and setting goals for 
improvement . 

• Describe the experience of the 
settlers who founded the first 
permanent English colony in 
Jamestown. 

• Explain how the Pilgrims managed 
to survive their first years in 
Plymouth Colony. 

• Describe the geography and climate 
of the New England Colonies. 

• Describe the Puritan settlement in 
Massachusetts. 

• Identify the new settlements that 
developed in New England as a 
result of Puritan religious practices. 

• Explain the changes that took place 
in the New England colonies in the 
1600s. 

• Describe the geography and climate 
of the Middle Colonies. 

• Describe the early history of New 
York and New Jersey. 

• Explain how Pennsylvania and 
Delaware were founded. 

• Explain how the Middle Colonies 
changed in the 1600s and early 
1700s. 

• Describe the geography and climate 
of the Southern Colonies. 

• Describe the early history of 
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of interdisciplinary works.	  
 

 
• Extend knowledge of specific 

characteristics, structures, and 
appropriate voice and tone of 
selected genres and use this 
knowledge in creating written 
work, considering the purpose, 
audience, and context of the 
writing. 

 
• Write reports and subject-

appropriate nonfiction pieces 
across the curriculum based on 
research and including citations, 
quotations, and a works consulted 
page. 

 
• Write a range of essays, including 

persuasive, speculative (picture 
prompt), descriptive, personal, or 
issue-based. 

 
• Gather, select, and organize 

information appropriate to a topic, 
task, and audience. 

 
• Apply knowledge and strategies for 

composing pieces in a variety of 
genres (e.g., narrative, expository, 
persuasive, poetic, and everyday/ 
workplace or technical writing). 

 
• Write responses to literature and 

Virginia. 
• Explain how Maryland, the 

Carolinas, and Georgia were 
founded. 

• Identify the factors that produced 
the Tidewater and backcountry 
ways of life.  

• Explain how English political 
traditions influenced the 13 
colonies. 

• Describe the responsibilities of 
early colonial governments. 

• Identify John Peter Zenger’s role in 
establishing freedom of press. 

• Understand how the Navigation 
Acts affected the colonies’ 
economy. 

• Learn about life on a colonial farm. 
• Describe the roles of men, women, 

and children in colonial America. 
• List the class differences that 

existed in colonial society.  
• Describe the conditions under 

which enslaved Africans came to 
the Americas. 

• Explain why slavery became part 
of the colonial economy. 

• Identify the restrictions placed on 
enslaved Africans in the colonies. 



Freehold Borough Public Schools 
Curriculum Management System 

Humanities 

       21 

develop insights into interpretations 
by connecting to personal 
experiences and referring to textual 
information. 

 
• Write personal narratives, short 

stories, memoirs, poetry and 
persuasive and expository text that 
relate clear, coherent events or 
situations through the use of 
specific details. 

 
• Use primary and secondary sources 

to understand the value of each 
when writing a research report. 

 
• Write reports based on research and 

include citations, quotations, and 
works consulted page.  

 
• Explore the central idea or theme of 

an informational reading and 
support analysis with details from 
the article and personal 
experiences. 

 
• Demonstrate writing clarity and 

supportive evidence when 
answering open-ended and essay 
questions across the curriculum. 

 
• Choose an appropriate organizing 

strategy, such as cause/effect, pro 

• Describe how African culture 
influenced American culture.  

• Describe the education colonial 
children received. 

• Summarize the development of 
poetry and literature in colonial 
America. 

• Explain how the Great Awakening 
affected the colonies. 

• Explain how the colonies were 
affected by the spread of new ideas. 	  



Freehold Borough Public Schools 
Curriculum Management System 

Humanities 

       22 

and con, or parody to effectively 
present a topic, point of view, or 
argument. 

 
• Develop the use of a personal style 

and voice effectively to support the 
purpose and engage the audience of 
a piece of writing. 

 
• Maintain a collection of writing 

(e.g., a literacy folder, or a literacy 
portfolio). 

 
• Review scoring criteria of relevant 

rubrics. 
 

Suggested Activities/Assessments Suggested Resources 
 
NJASK Prep:  

• Writer’s Toolbox  
• Passport to NJASK Success  
• Persuasive Writer’s Top 10 List  

Colonial Times:  

• Colonial Brochure  
• Diary Exchange  
• Mock Trial  

The Girl Who Owned the City:  

• Cast Sheet  
• Character Scrapbook  

• See PBL Assignment 
sheets and rubrics  

• Unitedstreaming.com  
• Brainpop.com  
• Scholastic.com  
• StudyIsland.com  
• Readwritethink.org  
• Discovery.com 
• State site 

(http://www.state.nj.us/ed
ucation) 
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• Open ended questions  
• Theme Mural  
• Group Collage and Soundtrack  
• Vocabulary Word Mapping and Word Wall  

  The Keeping Room:  

• The Keeping Room Chapter Titles  
• Character Poems  
• Self Poem  
• Pick 2 (Group Paragraph, Song and On-the-spot News Interview)  
• Crossword Game PBL  
• Anagram PBL  
• Vocabulary Word Mapping and Word Wall  
• Word Guess PBL  
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Timeline: 3rd and 4th 
Marking Period 
Unit 3: Revolution and New 
Nation 

Driving Question:  Who am I and where do I come from?  
 

Reading Writing Social Studies 
Enduring Understanding: 
Recognize how an author uses 
literary devices to advance plot and 
develop characterization.  
 
 
Apply knowledge of literary 
concepts to analyze literature.  
 

Enduring Understanding: 
Utilize strategies of successful 
writers to communicate ideas. 
 
Recognize purpose, audience, and 
form of varied writing topics.   
 
 
 

Enduring Understanding: 
Growing discontent with British policies led to open 
rebellion and eventually the desire and fight for 
independence among the colonists. 
 
The Declaration of Independence is the most complete 
statement of the basic ideals behind the creation of the 
United States. 
 
The U.S. Constitution was the successful result of 
political thought, experimentation, and compromise that 
unified the people and gave the United States a national 
identity.  

Essential Question(s):  
How do authors engage their 
readers by using literary devices?  
 
 

Essential Question(s):  
What strategies do I need to be a 
successful writer? 
 
How does the purpose, audience, 
and form effect my style of writing?  
 
How can I use compositional risks 
to be a more successful writer?  
 

Essential Question(s):  
How did the relationship between Britain and the 
colonies fall apart? 

• How did the French and Indian War draw the 
colonists closer together but increase friction 
with Britain? 

• How did British tax policies move the colonists 
closer to rebellion? 

• How did the American Revolution begin? 

How did the American colonists gain their 
independence? 
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• Why did many colonists favor declaring 
independence? 

• How did the effects of the war widen? 
• How did the Americans win the war and make 

peace? 

How did the United States Constitution provide for the 
organization of a new government while still protecting 
individual rights? 

• What role did compromise play in the creation of 
the United States Constitution? 

• What were Americans concerned about when 
forming a new government? 

How did Americans respond to internal and external 
challenges during the early years of the United States?  
 
 

Big Idea(s):  
Literary Concepts – plot, point of 
view, theme, vocabulary, 
organizational structure 
 
Literary Devices – flashback, 
foreshadowing, symbolism, 
figurative language  
 

Big Idea(s):  
Persuasive 
 
Open Ended 
 
Explanatory 
 
Speculative –purpose, audience, 
format of a narrative (plot 
structure), compositional risks  
 

Big Idea(s):  
The colonists fought for their freedom to ensure the 
protection of individual rights.  The new government that 
was formed in result of this fight was founded under the 
basic principals of human rights that are still extended to 
us today. Americans continue to fight today under the 
basic principal of the constitution that “all men are 
created equal.”   
 

Specific Learning Objectives 
(SWBAT) 

Specific Learning Objectives 
(SWBAT) 

Specific Learning Objectives (SWBAT) 

Building on knowledge and skills Building on knowledge and skills • Identify the reasons why fighting broke out 
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gained in preceding units, by the 
end of Unit 3 students will: 
 

• Use increasingly complex 
text guides to understand 
different text structure and 
organizational patterns (e.g. 
chronological sequence or 
comparison and contrast). 

 
• Expand reading vocabulary 

by identifying and correctly 
using idioms and words 
with literal and figurative 
meanings in their speaking 
and writing experiences. 

 
• Speculate about text by 

generating literal and 
inferential questions. 

 
• Distinguish between 

essential and nonessential 
information. 

 
• Articulate the purposes and 

characteristics of different 
genres. 

 
• Analyze ideas and recurring 

themes found in texts, such 
as bravery, loyalty, 
friendship, and loneliness. 

gained in preceding units, by the 
end of Unit 3 students will: 
 

• Produce written and oral 
work that demonstrates 
comprehension of 
informational materials. 

 
• Write stories or scripts with 

well-developed characters, 
setting, dialogue, clear 
conflict and resolution, and 
sufficient descriptive detail. 

 
 

• Write multi-paragraph 
compositions that have clear 
topic development, logical 
organization, effective use of 
detail, and variety in 
sentence structure. 

 
• Generate and narrow topics 

by considering purpose, 
audience, and form with a 
variety of strategies (e.g., 
graphic organizers, 
brainstorming, or 
technology-assisted 
processes). 

 
• Revise and edit drafts by 

rereading for content and 

between France and Britain in North America. 
• Explain how the British gained victory, and 

explain the results of the French and Indian War. 
• Explain the conflict between Native Americans 

and British settlers in 1763. 
• Describe how the colonists responded to British 

tax laws. 
• Describe what happened during the Boston 

Massacre. 
• Identify the causes of the Boston Tea Party. 
• Explain how the colonists protested the 

Intolerable Acts. 
• Describe the events of April 19, 1775, at 

Lexington and Concord.  
• Identify the issues facing the Second Continental 

Congress. 
• Describe the differences between Patriots and 

Loyalists. 
• Explain the significance of the Battle of Bunker 

Hill. 
• Find out how Thomas Paine stirred support for 

independence. 
• Understand the meaning and structure of the 

Declaration of Independence. 
• Learn how Congress finally agreed to separate 

from England. 
• Discover the results of fighting in the colonies. 
• Learn how foreign nations and volunteers helped 

the Americans. 
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• Develop an awareness of a 

variety of perspectives on a 
single event, setting, 
character, personality, or 
topic as expressed by 
different authors. 

 
• Locate and analyze the 

elements of setting, 
characterization, and plot to 
construct understanding of 
how characters influence the 
progression and resolution 
of the plot. 

 
• Read critically by 

identifying, analyzing, and 
applying knowledge of the 
purpose, structure, and 
elements of nonfiction and 
providing support from the 
text as evidence of 
understanding. 

 
• Read critically by 

identifying, analyzing, and 
applying knowledge of the 
theme, structure, style, and 
literary elements of fiction 
and providing support from 
the text as evidence of 
understanding. 

organization, usage, 
sentence construction, 
mechanics, and word choice. 

 
• Demonstrate understanding 

of a scoring rubric to 
improve and evaluate 
writing. 

 
• Compose, revise, edit, and 

publish writing using 
appropriate word processing 
software. 

 
• Reflect on own writing, 

noting strengths and setting 
goals for improvement. 

 
• Use a variety of sentence 

types correctly, including 
combinations of independent 
and dependent clauses, 
prepositional and adverbial 
phrases, and varied sentence 
openings to develop a lively 
and effective personal style. 

 
• Understand and use 

parallelism, including 
similar grammatical forms, 
to present items in a series or 
to organize ideas for 
emphasis. 

• Find out how the Americans won the final battle 
of the Revolution. 

• Learn the terms of the Peace Treaty with 
England. 

• Explore the reasons that the Americans were 
victorious. 

• Examine the effects of the American Revolution. 
• Discuss the ideas that guided the new state 

governments. 
• Describe the government under the Articles of 

Confederation.  
• Identify the problems created by a weak central 

government. 
• Describe the proceedings of the Constitutional 

Convention.  
• Identify the specifics of the Virginia Plan. 
• Explain how the Great Compromise satisfied 

both large and small states. 
• Describe the disputes over slavery and the 

compromises that were reached. 
• Compare the positions of the Federalists and the 

Anti-federalists. 
• Discuss the debate over ratification. 
• Describe the Bill of Rights and how it protects 

the people.  
• Discuss how the new government was organized 

during Washington’s presidency. 
• Explain why the new nation faced an economic 

crisis.  
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• Respond critically to text 

ideas and the author’s craft 
by using textual evidence to 
support interpretations. 

 
 

• Identify and analyze literary 
techniques and elements, 
such as figurative language, 
meter, rhetorical and 
stylistic features of text. 

 
• Identify and analyze 

recurring themes across 
literary works. 

 
• Compare and contrast the 

perspectives of authors in a 
variety of interdisciplinary 
works. 

 
• Interpret text ideas through 

journal writing, discussion, 
and enactment. 

 
• Interpret idiomatic 

expressions. 
 

• Analyze a work of literature, 
showing how it reflects the 
heritage, traditions, 
attitudes, and beliefs of its 

 
• Experiment in using 

subordination, coordination, 
apposition, and other devices 
to indicate relationships 
between ideas. 

 
• Extend knowledge of 

specific characteristics, 
structures, and appropriate 
voice and tone of selected 
genres and use this 
knowledge in creating 
written work, considering 
the purpose, audience, and 
context of the writing. 

 
• Write various types of prose, 

such as short stories, 
biographies, 
autobiographies, or memoirs 
that contain narrative 
elements. 

 
• Write reports and subject-

appropriate nonfiction pieces 
across the curriculum based 
on research and including 
citations, quotations, and a 
works consulted page. 

 
• Write a range of essays, 

including persuasive, 

• Explain how political parties emerged and 
compare the views of the Republicans and 
Federalists. 

• Discuss the conflicts with Native Americans in 
the Northwest Territory. 

• Identify the events that led to the War of 1812. 	  
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authors. 
 

• Read and compare at least 
two works , including 
books, related to the same 
genre, topic, or subject and 
produce evidence of reading 
(e.g., compare central ideas, 
characters, themes, plots, 
settings).	  

 

speculative (picture prompt), 
descriptive, personal, or 
issue-based. 

 
• Gather, select, and organize 

information appropriate to a 
topic, task, and audience. 

 
• Apply knowledge and 

strategies for composing 
pieces in a variety of genres 
(e.g., narrative, expository, 
persuasive, poetic, and 
everyday/ workplace or 
technical writing). 

 
• Write responses to literature 

and develop insights into 
interpretations by connecting 
to personal experiences and 
referring to textual 
information. 

 
• Write personal narratives, 

short stories, memoirs, 
poetry and persuasive and 
expository text that relate 
clear, coherent events or 
situations through the use of 
specific details. 

 
• Use narrative and 

descriptive writing 
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techniques that show 
compositional risks (e.g., 
dialogue, literary devices, 
sensory words and phrases, 
background information, 
thoughts and feelings of 
characters, and comparison 
and contrast of characters). 

 
• Explore the central idea or 

theme of an informational 
reading and support analysis 
with details from the article 
and personal experiences. 

 
• Demonstrate writing clarity 

and supportive evidence 
when answering open-ended 
and essay questions across 
the curriculum. 

 
• Choose an appropriate 

organizing strategy, such as 
cause/effect, pro and con, or 
parody to effectively present 
a topic, point of view, or 
argument. 

 
• Develop the use of a 

personal style and voice 
effectively to support the 
purpose and engage the 
audience of a piece of 
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writing. 
 

• Maintain a collection of 
writing (e.g., a literacy 
folder, or a literacy 
portfolio). 

 
• Review scoring criteria of 

relevant rubrics. 
 

Suggested Activities/Assessments Suggested Resources 
American Revolution: 
 

• American Revolution Journal (choice of podcast, scrapbook, diary or 
movie)  

• Political Cartoon Analysis (Join or Die)  
• Political Cartoon DBQ  
• Political Cartoon Creation  
• American Revolution Causes Foldable  
• Key Philosophies of Declaration of Independence Foldable  
• American Revolution Key Events Foldable  
• American Revolution Effects Foldable  
• American Revolution Research Project (choice of military, music, art or 

naval focus)  
• American Revolution Key People Cards  

 

Fighting Ground:  

• 24 Hour Journal  
• Compare and Contrast one of current wars to American Revolution  
• Create story extension  
• Corporal painting portrait (displaying personality and character traits 

• See PBL Assignment sheets and rubrics  
• Unitedstreaming.com  
• Brainpop.com  

• Scholastic.com  
• StudyIsland.com  
• Factmonster.com 

(http://www.factmonster.com/ipka/A07694
50.html ) 

• Readwritethink.org  
• State site 

(http://www.state.nj.us/education) 
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through use of color, light and line.)  
• Create simulation of American Revolution  
• Persuasive Essay-Why would an American colonist choose to be a Tory?  
• Vocabulary Word Mapping and Word Wall  

  Constitution:  

• Write a class constitution  
• Write a personal constitution  
• Create a personal pledge  
• Design patriotic acrostic poem  
• Bill of Rights Foldable  
• Constitution Review Packet  
• American Symbolism Powerpoint with music  
• Citizenship Handbook  
• Plan for World Press Freedom Day (text pg 251f)  
• Venn diagram (national vs state, text pg 268)  
• Powers of President diagram (text pg 260)  
• Citizen Responsibilities Poster (text pg 271)  
• Constitution Jeopardy  

  Culminating  Activities:  

• Timeline in Excel (Bering Strait through American Revolution)  
• Who Am I and How Did I Get Here PBL (choice of moviemaker, mobile, 

map of life, game of life, powerpoint, or  scrapbook)  
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Language Arts Standards (NJCCCS 2004) 

    Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 
7 3.1 A. Concepts About Print/Text    

      
1. Identify and use common textual features (e.g., paragraphs, topic, sentence, 
index, glossary, table of contents) and graphic features, (e.g., charts, maps, 
diagrams) to comprehend information. 

X X X 

      2. Develop an understanding of the organizational structure of printed material 
(e.g. chronological, sequential, procedural text). 

X X X 

           

7 3.1 B Phonological Awareness    

      No additional indicators at this grade level.    

           

7 3.1 C Decoding and Word Recognition    

      1. Distinguish among the spellings of homophones (e.g. cite, site, sight).    

      2. Apply spelling rules and syllabication that aid in correct spelling.    

      3. Continue to use structural analysis and context analysis to decode new words.    

           

7 3.1 D Fluency    

      1. Read aloud in selected texts reflecting understanding of the text and 
engaging the listener. 

X X X 
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      2. Read increasingly difficult texts silently with comprehension and fluency. X X X 

      3. Apply self-correcting strategies automatically to decode and gain meaning 
from print both orally and silently. 

X X X 

      4. Reread informational text for clarity. X X X 

           

7 3.1 E Reading Strategies (before, during, and after reading)    

      
1. Monitor reading for understanding by setting a purpose for reading, making 
and adjusting predictions, asking essential questions, and relating new learning 
to background experiences. 

X X X 

      
2. Use increasingly complex text guides to understand different text structure 
and organizational patterns (e.g. chronological sequence or comparison and 
contrast). 

 X X 

           

7 3.1 F Vocabulary and Concept Development    

      1. Develop an extended vocabulary through both listening and independent 
reading. 

X X X 

      2. Clarify word meanings through the use of a word’s definition, example, 
restatement, or contrast. 

X X X 

      
3. Clarify pronunciations, meanings, alternate word choice, parts of speech, and 
etymology of words using the dictionary, thesaurus, glossary, and technology 
resources. 

   

      
4. Expand reading vocabulary by identifying and correctly using idioms and 
words with literal and figurative meanings in their speaking and writing 
experiences. 

  X 
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    Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 

7 3.1 G Comprehension Skills and Response to Text    

      1. Speculate about text by generating literal and inferential questions.  X X 

      2. Distinguish between essential and nonessential information.  X X 

      3. Differentiate between fact, opinion, bias, and propaganda in newspapers, 
periodicals, and electronic texts. 

 X  

      4. Articulate the purposes and characteristics of different genres.  X X 

      5. Analyze ideas and recurring themes found in texts, such as bravery, loyalty, 
friendship, and loneliness. 

X X X 

      6. Develop an awareness of a variety of perspectives on a single event, setting, 
character, personality, or topic as expressed by different authors. 

 X X 

      
7. Locate and analyze the elements of setting, characterization, and plot to 
construct understanding of how characters influence the progression and 
resolution of the plot. 

X X X 

      
8. Read critically by identifying, analyzing, and applying knowledge of the 
purpose, structure, and elements of nonfiction and providing support from the 
text as evidence of understanding. 

  X 

      
9. Read critically by identifying, analyzing, and applying knowledge of the 
theme, structure, style, and literary elements of fiction and providing support 
from the text as evidence of understanding. 

X X X 

      10. Respond critically to text ideas and the author’s craft by using textual 
evidence to support interpretations. 

 X X 

      11. Identify and analyze literary techniques and elements, such as figurative 
language, meter, rhetorical and stylistic features of text. 

X X X 
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      12. Identify and analyze recurring themes across literary works.  X X 

      13. Identify and understand the author’s use of idioms, analogies, metaphors, 
and similes in prose and poetry. 

   

      14. Compare and contrast the perspectives of authors in a variety of 
interdisciplinary works. 

 X X 

      15. Interpret text ideas through journal writing, discussion, and enactment.   X 

      
16. Demonstrate the use of everyday texts (e.g., train schedules, directions, 
brochures) and make judgments about the importance of such documents. 

   

      17. Interpret idiomatic expressions.   X 

           

7 3.1 H Inquiry and Research    

      
1. Produce written and oral work that demonstrates comprehension of 
informational materials. 

 X X 

      
2. Analyze a work of literature, showing how it reflects the heritage, traditions, 
attitudes, and beliefs of its authors. 

X  X 

      3. Collect materials for a portfolio that reflect possible career choices.    

      4. Self-select materials appropriately related to a research project.   X 

      

5. Read and compare at least two works , including books, related to the same 
genre, topic, or subject and produce evidence of reading (e.g., compare central 
ideas, characters, themes, plots, settings). 

  X 
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7 3.2 A Writing as a Process (prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, postwriting)    

      1. Write stories or scripts with well-developed characters, setting, dialogue, clear 
conflict and resolution, and sufficient descriptive detail. 

  X 

      2. Write multi-paragraph compositions that have clear topic development, logical 
organization, effective use of detail, and variety in sentence structure. 

X X X 

    
  

3. Generate and narrow topics by considering purpose, audience, and form with a 
variety of strategies (e.g., graphic organizers, brainstorming, or technology-
assisted processes). 

X X X 

      4. Revise and edit drafts by rereading for content and organization, usage, 
sentence construction, mechanics, and word choice. 

X X X 

      5. Demonstrate understanding of a scoring rubric to improve and evaluate writing. X X X 

      6. Compose, revise, edit, and publish writing using appropriate word processing 
software. 

X X X 

      7. Reflect on own writing, noting strengths and setting goals for improvement . X X X 

           

7 3.2 B Writing as a Product (resulting in a formal product or publication)    

    
  

1. Extend knowledge of specific characteristics, structures, and appropriate voice 
and tone of selected genres and use this knowledge in creating written work, 
considering the purpose, audience, and context of the writing. 

 X X 

      2. Write various types of prose, such as short stories, biographies, 
autobiographies, or memoirs that contain narrative elements. 

  X 
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3. Write reports and subject-appropriate nonfiction pieces across the curriculum 
based on research and including citations, quotations, and a works consulted 
page. 

X X X 

      4. Write a range of essays, including persuasive, speculative (picture prompt), 
descriptive, personal, or issue-based. 

X X X 

           

7 3.2 C Mechanics, Spelling, and Handwriting    

      1. Use Standard English conventions in all writing, such as sentence structure, 
grammar and usage, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling. 

X X X 

    
  

2. Use a variety of sentence types correctly, including combinations of 
independent and dependent clauses, prepositional and adverbial phrases, and 
varied sentence openings to develop a lively and effective personal style. 

  X 

      3. Understand and use parallelism, including similar grammatical forms, to present 
items in a series or to organize ideas for emphasis. 

  X 

      4. Experiment in using subordination, coordination, apposition, and other devices 
to indicate relationships between ideas. 

  X 

      5. Use transition words to reinforce a logical progression of ideas. X X X 

      6. Edit writing for correct grammar, usage, capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling. 

X X X 

      7. Use a variety of reference materials, such as a dictionary, thesaurus, grammar 
reference, and/or internet/software resources to edit written work. 

X X X 

      8. Write legibly in manuscript or cursive to meet district standards. X X X 

           

7 3.2 D Writing Forms, Audiences, and Purposes (exploring a variety of forms)    
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      1. Gather, select, and organize information appropriate to a topic, task, and 
audience. 

X X X 

      

2. Apply knowledge and strategies for composing pieces in a variety of genres 
(e.g., narrative, expository, persuasive, poetic, and everyday/ workplace or 
technical writing). 

X X X 

      
3. Write responses to literature and develop insights into interpretations by 
connecting to personal experiences and referring to textual information. 

X X X 

      

4. Write personal narratives, short stories, memoirs, poetry and persuasive and 
expository text that relate clear, coherent events or situations through the use of 
specific details. 

X X X 

      

5. Use narrative and descriptive writing techniques that show compositional risks 
(e.g., dialogue, literary devices, sensory words and phrases, background 
information, thoughts and feelings of characters, and comparison and contrast of 
characters). 

  X 

      
6. Use primary and secondary sources to understand the value of each when 
writing a research report. 

 X X 

      
7. Write reports based on research and include citations, quotations, and works 
consulted page. 

 X X 

      
8. Explore the central idea or theme of an informational reading and support 
analysis with details from the article and personal experiences. 

X X X 

      
9. Demonstrate writing clarity and supportive evidence when answering open-
ended and essay questions across the curriculum. 

X X X 

      

10. State a position clearly in a persuasive essay by stating the issue, giving facts, 
examples, and details to support the position, and citing sources when 
appropriate. 

X X X 

      
11. Present evidence when writing persuasive essays, examples, and justification 
to support arguments. 

X X X 
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12. Choose an appropriate organizing strategy, such as cause/effect, pro and con, 
or parody to effectively present a topic, point of view, or argument. 

X X X 

      
13. Develop the use of a personal style and voice effectively to support the 
purpose and engage the audience of a piece of writing. 

 X X 

      14. Maintain a collection of writing (e.g., a literacy folder, or a literacy portfolio). X X X 

      15. Review scoring criteria of relevant rubrics. X X X 
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Social Studies Standards (2009) 

Content Area Social Studies  
Standard  6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically 

about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. 
Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core 
democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.  

Era  Three Worlds Meet (Beginnings to 1620)  
Grade Level  By the end of grade 8  

Content Statement Strand CPI Cumulative Progress Indicator 
(CPI Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 

A. Civics, 
Government, 
and Human 
Rights 

6.1.8.A.1.a Compare and contrast forms of 
governance, belief systems, and 
family structures among African, 
European, and Native American 
groups. 

   

6.1.8.B.1.a Describe migration and settlement 
patterns of Native American groups, 
and explain how these patterns 
affected interactions in different 
regions of the Western Hemisphere.  

X   

1. Three Worlds Meet  
 
Indigenous societies in the 
Western Hemisphere 
migrated and changed in 
response to the physical 
environment and due to 
their interactions with 
Europeans. 
 
European exploration 
expanded global economic 
and cultural exchange into 
the Western Hemisphere. 

B. 
Geography, 
People, and 
the 
Environment 

6.1.8.B.1.b Analyze the world in spatial terms, 
using historical maps to determine 
what led to the exploration of new 
water and land routes. 

X   

6.1.8.A.2.a Determine the roles of religious 
freedom and participatory 
government in various North 
American colonies. 

 X  
2. Colonization and 
Settlement 
 
The colonists adapted 
ideas from their European 
heritage and from Native 
American groups to 

A. Civics, 
Government, 
and Human 
Rights 

6.1.8.A.2.b Explain how and why early 
government structures developed, 
and determine the impact of these 
early structures on the evolution of 
American politics and institutions. 

 X  
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 6.1.8.A.2.c Explain how race, gender, and status 
affected social, economic, and 
political opportunities during Colonial 
times. 

 X  

6.1.8.B.2.a Determine factors that impacted 
emigration, settlement patterns, and 
regional identities of the colonies. 

 X  B. 
Geography, 
People, and 
the 
Environment 

6.1.8.B.2.b Compare and contrast how the 
search for natural resources resulted 
in conflict and cooperation among 
European colonists and Native 
American groups in the New World. 

X   

6.1.8.C.2.a Relate slavery and indentured 
servitude to Colonial labor systems. 

 X  C. 
Economics, 
Innovation, 
and 
Technology 

6.1.8.C.2.b Explain the system of mercantilism 
and its impact on the economies of 
the colonies and European countries. 

X X  

6.1.8.C.2.c Analyze the impact of triangular 
trade on multiple nations and groups. 

X X  

6.1.8.D.2.a Analyze the power struggle among 
European countries, and determine 
its impact on people living in Europe 
and the Americas. 

X X  

develop new political and 
religious institutions and 
economic systems. 
 
The slave labor system 
and the loss of Native 
American lives had a 
lasting impact on the 
development of the United 
States and American 
culture. 

D. History, 
Culture, and 
Perspectives 6.1.8.D.2.b Compare and contrast the voluntary 

and involuntary migratory 
experiences of different groups of 
people, and explain why their 
experiences differed. 

X X  
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Content Area Social Studies  
Standard  6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically 

about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. 
Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core 
democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.  

Era  Revolution and the New Nation (1754-1820s)  
Grade Level  By the end of grade 8  

Content Statement Strand CPI Cumulative Progress Indicator 
(CPI Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 

6.1.8.A.3.a Examine the ideals found in the 
Declaration of Independence, and 
assess the extent to which they were 
fulfilled for women, African 
Americans, and Native Americans 
during this time period. 

  X 

6.1.8.A.3.b Evaluate the effectiveness of the 
fundamental principles of the 
Constitution (i.e., consent of the 
governed, rule of law, federalism, 
limited government, separation of 
powers, checks and balances, and 
individual rights) in establishing a 
federal government that allows for 
growth and change over time. 

  X 

6.1.8.A.3.c Determine the role that compromise 
played in the creation and adoption 
of the Constitution and Bill of Rights.  

  X 

3. Revolution and the 
New Nation 
 
Disputes over political 
authority and economic 
issues contributed to a 
movement for 
independence in the 
colonies. 
 
The fundamental 
principles of the United 
States Constitution 
serve as the foundation 
of the United States 
government today 

A. Civics, 
Government, 
and Human 
Rights 

6.1.8.A.3.d Compare and contrast the Articles of 
Confederation and the UNITED 
STATES Constitution in terms of the 
decision-making powers of national 
government. 

  X 
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6.1.8.A.3.e Determine why the Alien and Sedition 

Acts were enacted and whether they 
undermined civil liberties. 

   

6.1.8.A.3.f Explain how political parties were 
formed and continue to be shaped by 
differing perspectives regarding the 
role and power of federal 
government.  

  X  

6.1.8.A.3.g Evaluate the impact of the 
Constitution and Bill of Rights on 
current day issues. 

  X 

6.1.8.B.3.a Assess how conflicts and alliances 
among European countries and 
Native American groups impacted the 
expansion of the American colonies. 

  X 

6.1.8.B.3.b Determine the extent to which the 
geography of the United States 
influenced the debate on 
representation in Congress and 
federalism by examining the New 
Jersey and Virginia plans. 

  X 

6.1.8.B.3.c Use maps and other geographic tools 
to evaluate the impact of geography 
on the execution and outcome of the 
American Revolutionary War. 

  X 

B. Geography, 
People, and 

the 
Environment 

 

6.1.8.B.3.d Explain why New Jersey’s location 
played an integral role in the 
American Revolution. 

  X 

6.1.8.C.3.a Explain how taxes and government 
regulation can affect economic 
opportunities, and assess the impact 
of these on relations between Britain 
and its North American colonies. 

 X X 

 

C. Economics, 
Innovation, 

and 
Technology 6.1.8.C.3.b Summarize the effect of inflation and 

debt on the American people and the 
response of state and national 
governments during this time. 

  X 
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Content Area Social Studies  
Standard  6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically 

about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. 
Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core 
democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.  

Era  Expansion and Reform (1801-1861)  
Grade Level  By the end of grade 8  

Content Statement Strand CPI Cumulative Progress Indicator 
(CPI Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 

6.1.8.A.4.a Explain the changes in America’s 
relationships with other nations by 
analyzing policies, treaties, tariffs, 
and agreements. 

   

6.1.8.A.4.b Analyze how the concept of Manifest 
Destiny influenced the acquisition of 
land through annexation, diplomacy, 
and war. 

   

A. Civics, 
Government, 
and Human 
Rights 

6.1.8.A.4.c Assess the extent to which voting 
rights were expanded during the 
Jacksonian period. 

   

6.1.8.B.4.a Assess the impact of the Louisiana 
Purchase and western exploration on 
the expansion and economic 
development of the United States. 

   
B. Geography, 
People, and 
the 
Environment 

6.1.8.B.4.b Map territorial expansion and 
settlement, as well as the locations of 
conflicts with and removal of Native 
Americans. 

   

4. Expansion and 
Reform 
 
Westward movement, 
industrial growth, 
increased immigration, 
the expansion of 
slavery, and the 
development of 
transportation systems 
increased regional 
tensions. 

C. Economics, 
Innovation, 
and 
Technology 

6.1.8.C.4.a Analyze the debates involving the 
National Bank, uniform currency, and 
tariffs, and determine the extent to 
which each of these economic tools 
met the economic challenges facing 
the new nation. 
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6.1.8.C.4.b Explain how major technological 
developments revolutionized land 
and water transportation, as well as 
the economy, in New Jersey and 
nation. 

   
 

6.1.8.C.4.c Analyze how technological 
innovations affected the status and 
social class of different groups of 
people, and explain the outcomes 
that resulted. 

   

6.1.8.D.4.a Analyze the push-pull factors that led 
to increases in immigration, and 
explain why ethnic and cultural 
conflicts resulted.  

   

6.1.8.D.4.b Explore efforts to reform education, 
women’s rights, slavery, and other 
issues during the Antebellum period. 

   

 

D. History, 
Culture, and 
Perspectives 

6.1.8.D.4.c Explain the growing resistance to 
slavery and New Jersey’s role in the 
Underground Railroad. 
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Content Area Social Studies  
Standard  6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically 

about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. 
Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core 
democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.  

Era  Civil War and Reconstruction (1850-1877)  
Grade Level  By the end of grade 8  

Content Statement Strand CPI Cumulative Progress Indicator 
(CPI Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 

6.1.8.A.5.a Explain how and why the 
Emancipation Proclamation and the 
Gettysburg Address continue to 
impact American life. 

   
A. Civics, 
Government, 
and Human 
Rights 

6.1.8.A.5.b Compare and contrast the 
approaches of Congress and 
Presidents Lincoln and Johnson 
toward the reconstruction of the 
South. 

   

B. Geography, 
People, and 
the 
Environment 

6.1.8.B.5.a Determine the role of geography, 
natural resources, demographics, 
transportation, and technology in the 
progress and outcome of the Civil 
War. 

   

6.1.8.C.5.a Assess the human and material costs 
of the Civil War in the North and 
South. 

   C. Economics, 
Innovation, 
and 
Technology 6.1.8.C.5.b Analyze the economic impact of 

Reconstruction on the South from 
different perspectives. 

   

6.1.8.D.5.a Prioritize the causes and events that 
led to the Civil War from different 
perspectives. 

   

5. Civil War and 
Reconstruction 
 
The Civil War resulted 
from complex regional 
differences involving 
political, economic, and 
social issues, as well as 
different views on 
slavery. 
 
The Civil War and 
Reconstruction had a 
lasting impact on the 
development of the 
United States.  

D. History, 
Culture, and 
Perspectives 

6.1.8.D.5.b Analyze critical events and battles of 
the Civil War and determine how they 
contributed to the final outcome of 
the war. 
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  6.1.8.D.5.c Examine the roles of women, African 
Americans, and Native Americans in 
the Civil War. 

   

 
 
Content Area Social Studies  
Standard  6.2 World History/Global Studies: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and 

systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues across time and 
cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as socially and ethically 
responsible world citizens in the 21st century.  

Era  The Beginnings of Human Society  
Grade Level  By the end of grade 8  

Content Statement Strand CPI Cumulative Progress Indicator 
(CPI Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 

A. Civics, 
Government, 
and Human 
Rights 

6.2.8.A.1.a Compare and contrast the social 
organization of early 
hunters/gatherers and those who 
lived in early agrarian societies. 

   

6.2.8.B.1.a Explain the various migratory 
patterns of hunters/gatherers who 
moved from Africa to Eurasia, 
Australia, and the Americas, and 
describe the impact of migration on 
their lives and on the shaping of 
societies. 

   

B. Geography, 
People, and 
the 
Environment 

6.2.8.B.1.b Compare and contrast how nomadic 
and agrarian societies used land and 
natural resources. 

   

1. The Beginnings of 
Human Society: 
Paleolithic and 
Neolithic Ages 
 
Hunter/gatherers 
adapted to their 
physical environments 
using resources, the 
natural world, and 
technological 
advancements. 
 
The agricultural 
revolution led to an 
increase in population, 
specialization of labor, 
new forms of social 
organization, and the 
beginning of societies. 
 
Archaeology provides 
historical and scientific 
explanations for how 
ancient people lived.  

C. Economics, 
Innovation, 
and 
Technology 

6.2.8.C.1.a Relate the agricultural revolution 
(including the impact of food surplus 
from farming) to population growth 
and the subsequent development of 
civilizations. 
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 6.2.8.C.1.b Determine the impact of 
technological advancements on 
hunter/gatherer and agrarian 
societies. 

   

6.2.8.D.1.a Demonstrate an understanding of 
pre-agricultural and post-agricultural 
periods in terms of relative length of 
time.  

   

6.2.8.D.1.b Relate the development of language 
and forms of writing to the 
expression of ideas, creation of 
cultural identity, and development of 
more complex social structures.  

   

D. History, 
Culture, and 
Perspectives 

6.2.8.D.1.c Explain how archaeological 
discoveries are used to develop and 
enhance understanding of life prior to 
written records. 

   

 

 

6.2.8.A.1.a Compare and contrast the social 
organization of early 
hunters/gatherers and those who 
lived in early agrarian societies. 
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Content Area Social Studies  
Standard  6.2 World History/Global Studies: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and 

systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues across time and 
cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as socially and ethically 
responsible world citizens in the 21st century.  

Era  Early Civilizations and the Emergence of Pastoral Peoples (4000-1000 BCE)  

Grade Level  By the end of grade 8  

Content Statement Strand CPI Cumulative Progress Indicator 
(CPI Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 

6.2.8.A.2.a Explain why different ancient river 
valley civilizations developed similar 
forms of government. 

   

6.2.8.A.2.b Explain how codifying laws met the 
needs of ancient river valley 
societies.  

   

A. Civics, 
Government, 
and Human 
Rights 

6.2.8.A.2.c Determine the role of slavery in the 
economic and social structures of 
ancient river valley civilizations. 

   

6.2.8.B.2.a Determine the extent to which 
geography influenced settlement, the 
development of trade networks, 
technological innovations, and the 
sustainability of ancient river valley 
civilizations.  

   

2. Early Civilizations 
and the Emergence of 
Pastoral Peoples: 
Ancient River Valley 
Civilizations  
 
Ancient river valley 
civilizations (e.g., 
Mesopotamia, Egypt, 
Indus River [modern 
Pakistan and 
northwestern India], 
and, later, Yellow River 
Valley in China) 
developed due to 
favorable geographic 
conditions. They created 
centralized systems of 
government and 
advanced societies.  

B. Geography, 
People, and 
the 
Environment 

6.2.8.B.2.b Compare and contrast physical and 
political maps of ancient river valley 
civilizations and their modern 
counterparts (i.e., Mesopotamia and 
Iraq; Ancient Egypt and Modern 
Egypt; Indus River Valley and Modern 

   



Freehold Borough Public Schools 
Curriculum Management System 

Humanities 

       51 

 Pakistan/India; Ancient China and 
Modern China), and determine the 
geopolitical impact of these 
civilizations, then and now. 

C. Economics, 
Innovation, 
and 
Technology 

6.2.8.C.2.a Explain how technological 
advancements led to greater 
economic specialization, improved 
weaponry, trade, and the 
development of a class system in 
ancient river valley civilizations. 

   

6.2.8.D.2.a Analyze the impact of religion on 
daily life, government, and culture in 
various ancient river valley 
civilizations. 

   

6.2.8.D.2.b Explain how the development of 
written language transformed all 
aspects of life in ancient river valley 
civilizations.  

   

6.2.8.D.2.c Analyze the factors that led to the 
rise and fall of various ancient river 
valley civilizations and determine 
whether there was a common pattern 
of growth and decline. 

   

 

D. History, 
Culture, and 
Perspectives 

6.2.8.D.2.d Justify which of the major 
achievements of the ancient river 
valley civilizations represent the most 
enduring legacies. 
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Content Area Social Studies  
Standard  6.2 World History/Global Studies: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and 

systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues across time and 
cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as socially and ethically 
responsible world citizens in the 21st century.  

Era  The Classical Civilizations of the Mediterranean World, India, and China (1000 BCE-600 CE)  

Grade Level  By the end of grade 8  

Content Statement Strand CPI Cumulative Progress Indicator 
(CPI Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 

6.2.8.A.3.a Compare and contrast the methods 
(i.e., autocratic rule, philosophies, 
and bureaucratic structures; 
communication and transportation 
systems) used by the rulers of Rome, 
China, and India to control and unify 
their expanding empires. 

   

6.2.8.A.3.b Compare and contrast the rights and 
responsibilities of free men, women, 
slaves, and foreigners in the political, 
economic, and social structures of 
classical civilizations. 

   

6.2.8.A.3.c Determine the foundational concepts 
and principles of Athenian democracy 
and the Roman Republic that later 
influenced the development of the 
United States Constitution. 

   

3. The Classical 
Civilizations of the 
Mediterranean World, 
India, and China 
 
Classical civilizations 
(i.e., Greece, Rome, 
India and China) 
developed and 
expanded into empires 
of unprecedented size 
and diversity by 
creating centralized 
governments and 
promoting commerce, a 
common culture, and 
social values. 
 
Cultural exchange and 
diffusion dramatically 
increased, and enduring 
world religions 
emerged, during the era 
of classical civilizations. 
 
Classical civilizations 
declined as a result of 
internal weaknesses and 

A. Civics, 
Government, 
and Human 

Rights 

6.2.8.A.3.d Compare and contrast the roles and 
responsibilities of citizens in Athens 
and Sparta to those of United States 
citizens today, and evaluate how 
citizens perceived the principles of 
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6.2.8.A.3.d liberty and equality then and now.     

6.2.8.A.3.e Compare and contrast the American 
legal system and the legal systems of 
classical civilizations, and determine 
the extent to which the early systems 
influenced the current legal system. 

   

6.2.8.B.3.a Determine how geography and the 
availability of natural resources 
influenced the development of the 
political, economic, and cultural 
systems of each of the classical 
civilizations and provided motivation 
for expansion. 

   

Geography, 
People, and 

the 
Environment 

6.2.8.B.3.b Explain how geography and the 
availability of natural resources led to 
both the development of Greek city-
states and to their demise. 

   

6.2.8.C.3.a Analyze the impact of expanding land 
and sea trade routes through the 
Mediterranean Basin, India, and 
China. 

   

6.2.8.C.3.b Explain how the development of a 
uniform system of exchange 
facilitated trade in classical 
civilizations. 

   

external invasions, but 
they left lasting legacies 
for future civilizations.  

C. Economics, 
Innovation, 

and 
Technology 

6.2.8.C.3.c Explain how classical civilizations 
used technology and innovation to 
enhance agricultural/manufacturing 
output and commerce, to expand 
military capabilities, to improve life in 
urban areas, and to allow for greater 
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 division of labor. 

6.2.8.D.3.a Compare and contrast social 
hierarchies in classical civilizations as 
they relate to power, wealth, and 
equality. 

   

6.2.8.D.3.b Relate the Chinese dynastic system 
to the longevity of authoritarian rule 
in China. 

   

6.2.8.D.3.c Determine common factors that 
contributed to the decline and fall of 
the Roman Empire, Gupta India, and 
Han China. 

   

6.2.8.D.3.d Compare the golden ages of Greece, 
Rome, India, and China, and justify 
major achievements that represent 
world legacies. 

   

6.2.8.D.3.e Compare and contrast the tenets of 
various world religions that 
developed in or around this time 
period (i.e., Buddhism, Christianity, 
Confucianism, Islam, Judaism, 
Sikhism, and Taoism), their patterns 
of expansion, and their responses to 
the current challenges of 
globalization. 

   

 

D. History, 
Culture, and 
Perspectives  

6.2.8.D.3.f Determine the extent to which 
religions, mythologies, and other 
belief systems shaped the values of 
classical societies. 
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Content Area Social Studies  
Standard  6.2 World History/Global Studies: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and 

systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues across time and 
cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as socially and ethically 
responsible world citizens in the 21st century.  

Era  Expanding Exchanges and Encounters (500 CE-1450 CE)  

Grade Level  By the end of grade 8  

Content Statement Strand CPI Cumulative Progress Indicator 
(CPI Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 

6.2.8.A.4.a Analyze the role of religion and other 
means rulers used to unify and 
centrally govern expanding territories 
with diverse populations.  

   

6.2.8.A.4.b Compare and contrast the Japanese 
and European systems of feudalism 
and the effectiveness of each in 
promoting social, economic, and 
political order. 

   

A. Civics, 
Government, 
and Human 

Rights 

6.2.8.A.4.c Determine the influence of medieval 
English legal and constitutional 
practices (i.e., the Magna Carta, 
parliament, and the development of 
habeas corpus and an independent 
judiciary) on modern democratic 
thought and institutions. 

   

4. Expanding 
Exchanges and 
Encounters 
 
The emergence of 
empires (i.e., Asia, 
Africa, Europe and the 
Americas) resulted from 
the promotion of 
interregional trade, 
cultural exchanges, new 
technologies, 
urbanization, and 
centralized political 
organization. 
 
The rise and spread of 
new belief systems 
unified societies, but 
they also became a 
major source of tension 
and conflict. 
 
While commercial and 
agricultural 
improvements created 
new wealth and 
opportunities for the 

B. Geography, 
People, and 

the 
Environment 

6.2.8.B.4.a Explain how geography influenced 
the development of the political, 
economic, and cultural centers of 
each empire and well as the empires’ 
relationships with other parts of the 
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6.2.8.B.4.a world.    

6.2.8.B.4.b Assess how maritime and overland 
trade routes (i.e., the African caravan 
and Silk Road) impacted 
urbanization, transportation, 
communication, and the development 
of international trade centers. 

   

6.2.8.B.4.c Determine how Africa’s physical 
geography and natural resources 
posed challenges and opportunities 
for trade and development. 

   

6.2.8.B.4.d Explain why the Arabian Peninsula’s 
physical features and location made 
it the epicenter of Afro-Eurasian 
trade and fostered the spread of 
Islam into Africa, Europe, and Asia. 

   

6.2.8.B.4.e Analyze the motivations for 
civilizations to modify the 
environment, determine the positive 
and negative consequences of 
environmental changes made during 
this time period, and relate these 
changes to current environmental 
challenges. 

   

6.2.8.B.4.f Explain how the geographies of China 
and Japan influenced their 
development and their relationship 
with one another.  

   

empires, most people’s 
daily lives remained 
unchanged.  

B. Geography, 
People, and 

the 
Environment 

6.2.8.B.4.g Explain why the strategic location 
and economic importance of 
Constantinople and the    
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Mediterranean Sea were a source of 
conflict between civilizations. 

 

6.2.8.B.4.h Explain how the locations, land 
forms, and climates of Mexico, 
Central America, and South America 
affected the development of Mayan, 
Aztec, and Incan societies, cultures, 
and economies.  

   

6.2.8.C.4.a Explain the interrelationships among 
improved agricultural production, 
population growth, urbanization, and 
commercialization.  

   

6.2.8.C.4.b Analyze how trade, technology, the 
availability of natural resources, and 
contact with other civilizations 
affected the development of empires 
in Eurasia and the Americas. 

   

6.2.8.C.4.c Explain how the development of new 
business practices and banking 
systems impacted global trade and 
the development of a merchant class. 

   

6.2.8.C.4.d Analyze the relationship between 
trade routes and the development of 
powerful city-states and kingdoms in 
Africa. 

   

 

C. Economics, 
Innovation, 
and 
Technology 

6.2.8.C.4.e Determine the extent to which 
interaction between the Islamic world 
and medieval Europe increased trade, 
enhanced technology innovation, and 
impacted scientific thought and the 
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 arts. 

6.2.8.D.4.a Explain how contact between 
nomadic peoples and sedentary 
populations had both positive and 
negative political, economic, and 
cultural consequences.  

   

6.2.8.D.4.b Analyze how religion both unified and 
divided people.     

6.2.8.D.4.c Analyze the role of religion and 
economics in shaping each empire’s 
social hierarchy, and evaluate the 
impact these hierarchical structures 
had on the lives of various groups of 
people. 

   

6.2.8.D.4.d Analyze the causes and outcomes of 
the Crusades from different 
perspectives, including the 
perspectives of European political and 
religious leaders, the crusaders, 
Jews, Muslims, and traders. 

   

6.2.8.D.4.e Assess the demographic, economic, 
and religious impact of the plague on 
Europe. 

   

6.2.8.D.4.f Determine which events led to the 
rise and eventual decline of European 
feudalism. 

   

 

D. History, 
Culture, and 
Perspectives 

6.2.8.D.4.g Analyze the immediate and long-term 
impact on China and Europe of the 
open exchange between Europe and 
the Yuan (Mongol) Dynasty.  
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6.2.8.D.4.h Determine the extent to which the 
Byzantine Empire influenced the 
Islamic world and western Europe. 

   
 

6.2.8.D.4.i Explain how and why Islam spread in 
Africa, the significance of Timbuktu to 
the development and spread of 
learning, and the impact Islam 
continues to have on African society. 

   

 

 

6.2.8.D.4.j Compare the major technological 
innovations and cultural contributions 
of the civilizations of this period and 
justify which represent enduring 
legacies. 
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Content Area Social Studies  
Standard  6.2 World History/Global Studies: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and 

systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues across time and 
cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as socially and ethically 
responsible world citizens in the 21st century.  

Grade Level  By the end of grade 8  

Content Statement Strand CPI Cumulative Progress Indicator 
(CPI Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 

6.3.8.A.1 Deliberate on a public issue affecting 
an upcoming election, consider 
opposing arguments, and develop a 
reasoned conclusion.  

   

6.3.8.A.2 Participate in a real or simulated 
hearing to develop a legislative 
proposal that addresses a public 
issue, and share it with an 
appropriate legislative body (e.g., 
school board, municipal or county 
government, state legislature).  

   

A. Civics, 
Government, 
and Human 
Rights 

6.3.8.A.3 Collaborate with international 
students to deliberate about and 
address issues of gender equality, 
child mortality, or education. 

   

Active citizens in the 
21st century:  

• Recognize the 
causes and effects 
of prejudice on 
individuals, groups, 
and society. 

• Recognize the value 
of cultural diversity, 
as well as the 
potential for 
misunderstanding. 

• Critically analyze 
media to assess 
different viewpoints 
and detect bias, 
opinion, and 
stereotypes. 

• Listens open-
mindedly to views 
contrary to their 
own. 

B. Geography, 
People and the 
Environment  

6.3.8.B.1 Evaluate alternative land use 
proposals and make 
recommendations to the appropriate 
governmental agency regarding the 
best course of action.  
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C. Economics, 
Innovation, 
and 
Technology  

6.3.8.C.1 Contact local officials and community 
members to obtain information about 
the local school district or municipal 
budget and assess budget priorities. 

   
• Collaboratively 

develop and 
practice strategies 
for managing and 
resolving conflict. 

• Demonstrate 
understanding of 
democratic values 
and processes. 

• Recognize that the 
actions or inactions 
of individuals, 
groups, and nations 
can have intended 
and unintended 
consequences. 

• Challenge unfair 
viewpoints and 
behavior by taking 
action. 

• Make informed and 
reasoned decisions. 

• Accept decisions 
that are made for 
the common good. 

D. History, 
Culture, and 
Perspectives 

6.3.8.D.1 Engage in simulated democratic 
processes (e.g., legislative hearings, 
judicial proceedings, elections) to 
understand how conflicting points of 
view are addressed in a democratic 
society. 
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Social Studies Skills Table 
Essential Question: What are effective strategies for accessing various sources of information and historical evidence, determining their validity, and 

using them to solve a problem or find a solution to a public policy question? 
Social Studies Skill K-4 5-8 9-12 

• Place key historical events and 
people in historical eras using 
timelines.  

• Construct timelines of the events 
occurring during major eras.  

• Compare present and past events to 
evaluate the consequences of past 
decisions and to apply lessons learned.  

Chronological Thinking 

• Explain how the present is 
connected to the past.  

• Explain how major events are related 
to one another in time.  

• Analyze how change occurs through time 
due to shifting values and beliefs as well as 
technological advancements and changes in 
the political and economic landscape.  

• Determine locations of places and 
interpret information available on 
maps and globes.  

• Select and use various geographic 
representations to compare 
information about people, places, 
regions, and environments.  

• Construct various forms of geographic 
representations to show the spatial 
patterns of physical and human 
phenomena.  

Spatial Thinking 

• Use thematic maps and other 
geographic representations to 
obtain, describe, and compare 
spatial patterns and information 
about people, places, regions, and 
environments.  

• Use maps and other documents to 
explain the historical migration of 
people, expansion and disintegration 
of empires, and growth of economic 
and political systems.  

• Relate current events to the physical and 
human characteristics of places and 
regions.  

• Distinguish fact from fiction.  • Compare and contrast differing 
interpretations of current and 
historical events.  

• Distinguish valid arguments from false 
arguments when interpreting current and 
historical events.  

Critical Thinking 

• Identify and use a variety of 
primary and secondary sources for 
reconstructing the past (i.e., 
documents, letters, diaries, maps, 
photos, etc.).  

• Assess the credibility of sources by 
identifying bias and prejudice in 
documents, media, and computer-
generated information.  

• Evaluate sources for validity and credibility 
and to detect propaganda, censorship, and 
bias.  

Presentational Skills  • Use evidence to support an idea in 
a written and/or oral format.  

• Select and analyze information from a 
variety of sources to present a 
reasoned argument or position in a 
written and/or oral format.  

• Take a position on a current public policy 
issue and support it with historical 
evidence, reasoning, and constitutional 
analysis in a written and/or oral format.  
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Appendix 

Seventh Grade – Social Studies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

In this curriculum document, the 21
st
 Century Themes and Skills are integrated in the following 

units: 

 

Unit 1  

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century themes and skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Standard 9.1 21
st
 Century Life Skills 

X Global Awareness  E Creativity and Innovation 

 Financial Literacy  T Critical Thinking and Problem 

Solving  

 Health Literacy  A Communication (Interpersonal and 

Media Fluency) 

X Civic Literacy  E Collaboration and Teamwork 

 Career Awareness/Exploration  E Accountability, Productivity and 

Ethics 

 

Unit 2 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century themes and skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Standard 9.1 21
st
 Century Life Skills 

X Global Awareness  E Creativity and Innovation 

 Financial Literacy  A Critical Thinking and Problem 

Solving  

 Health Literacy  A Communication (Interpersonal and 

Media Fluency) 

X Civic Literacy  E Collaboration and Teamwork 

 Career Awareness/Exploration  T Accountability, Productivity and 

Ethics 

 

 



Unit 3 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century themes and skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Standard 9.1 21
st
 Century Life Skills 

X Global Awareness  E Creativity and Innovation 

 Financial Literacy  T Critical Thinking and Problem 

Solving  

 Health Literacy  E Communication (Interpersonal and 

Media Fluency) 

X Civic Literacy  A Collaboration and Teamwork 

 Career Awareness/Exploration  E Accountability, Productivity and 

Ethics 
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